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In statements to reporters on March 20, Roberto Villareal Gonda, director of technological
development for the Secretariat of Commerce and Industrial Development (SECOFI), said that
Mexico spends less than 1% of GDP on technological development. Ninety percent of the total
derives from the public sector. The official said that no private sector company spends more than
5% of sales revenue on developing new technologies. Compare this, he added, to companies in
developed countries where up to 15% of sales revenues are spent in research and development.
Villareal pointed out that Mexican patent and trademark mark legislation must be brought up-todate. Existing legislation, he said, does not protect innovations introduced by small- and mediumscale Mexican companies. In contrast, legislation in Brazil and South Korea does provide protection
for "minor inventions," said the official. He noted that minor technological innovations can account
for 30 to 40% of all technological improvements in a given industry. Finally, Villareal said that
Mexican patent law protects industrial proprietorship of innovations for 14 years, while in countries
known for technology development, the period is usually 20 years. (Basic data from Notimex,
03/20/90)
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